
 

Edition No 42 

12th July 2022 

 

Advocacy newsletter  

Easter edition 

 Hi All, 

I hope you are all keeping well since our last newsletter.  

I have been very busy over the past few months working and also    

involved in a  number of advocacy meetings regionally and nationally.   

In May, my term of office as chairperson of the National Advocacy 

Council ended after 4 years. I really enjoyed the opportunity to be 

chairperson as it helped me to become more confident in speaking up 

for myself and others. I also met lots of new people not only in the 

Southeast but nationally too.  

The new chairperson is Claire Nagle from BOCSI Clare services and 

the vice chairperson is Bernie Bourke from Limerick services. For the 

moment I will continue in the role as chairperson of the Southeast   

until a new chair is voted in the coming months.  

I would like to wish you all a very happy summer holidays. I am    

looking forward to the break and getting to spend time enjoying the 

good weather.  

Thank you to everyone who sent in photos over the past number of 

months. We hope you enjoy this bumper edition of the newsletter.  

Stay Safe Everyone  

Claire Power  



  

 



 

 



 

 SOMETHING OF INTEREST  



 
A Volunteer Story  

How can You get the Support of a Volunteer? 

 

Lots of people supported have a volunteer who supports them to access whatever 

activities they want in their community or home. A volunteer might support them to 

go out for a walk, go for coffee, go to a match or the cinema, whatever the person’s 

interest is,  a volunteer can help them to get out and enjoy life! 

Recently Ciara Butler from Tory Illusions applied to have a volunteer and she told 

me (Nicola) how it worked and what she thought about it, these are the questions I 

asked Ciara: 

 

1. How did you find out about volunteers?  

    Ciara: “My friend, Clara, has a volunteer” 

 

2. What did you have to do to get a volunteer?  

    Ciara: “Dione (Staff)  helped me to fill out a                                                  

Volunteer Request Form and send it to Nicola                                    

(acting Volunteer Coordinator) 

 

3. What happened then?  

    Ciara: “Nicola came to meet me in Tory Illusions and we chatted about what  I 

would like to do with a volunteer. Nicola explained that sometimes it takes a 

long time to find a suitable volunteer” 

 

4. Did it take a long time to get a volunteer?  

    Ciara: “It took about 5 weeks to find the right volunteer, I was lucky,        

sometimes it takes months to find a volunteer” 

 

5. Have you met your new volunteer?  

    Ciara: “Yes, I met her this week for the first time, we had a chat and she 

seems really nice” 

 

6. What are you looking forward to doing with your volunteer?  

     Ciara: “Going for a coffee and looking around the shops” 

 

7. Would you think other people should ask for a volunteer? 

    Ciara: “Yes, I think they should, it’s a good idea” 

 

                                                               (By Ciara butler &Nicola O Mahony) 
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WHAT ARE PEOPLE GETTING UP TO? 

Any other        

suggestions ?  
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